












Paul Morabito, Chair 
c/o Michael Bowen, Project Manager 
Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 11th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
  



RE: Support for USFWS Coastal Wetlands Conservation Grant for the acquisition 
of the McNamara Dairy in Humboldt County 
  
Dear Chairman Morabito, 
  
I am a retired biologist wih the U. S. Fish and Wildife Service and have served on the 
Aleutian Canada Goose Recovery Team since 1975.  Although the goose was delisted as 
an endangered species in 2001, the team is continuing the required monitoring to 
determine the security of the bird for next 5 years.  
  
I fully support the Coastal Conservancy's request to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service for 
a Coastal Wetlands Conservation Grant for the acquisition of the McNamara Dairy in 
Humboldt County, California.  I understand that the acquisition of this ranch will enable 
the Northcoast Regional Land Trust and its conservation partners to 
pursue simultaneously the protection of valuable agricultural land, and the protection and 
restoration of the fisheries and wildlife habitat in the Orick Valley.  
  
Fertile coastal grazing lands such as the Orick Valley provide important habitat for 
waterfowl including the Aleutian Canada goose.  As the goose population has increased, 
the traditional spring staging area of the bird has expanded from the Crescent City/Smith 
River area in Del Norte County to the Humboldt Bay area.  Acquisition and management 
of agricultural lands in the Orick Valley between the two locations would provide 
additional secure habitat for the geese and other migratory birds.  
  
 I understand the Conservancy and NRLT’s primary goals for purchasing this property 
are two-fold; 1) to preserve the 108-acre ranch as a sustainable, viable coastal agricultural 
property and 2) to provide willing partnership in lower Redwood Creek estuary 
enhancement. As the owner of the property, NRLT’s intention would be to maintain the 
property as private, sustainable agricultural land that also provides estuary enhancement. 
A management plan would be developed that supports fish and wildlife habitat needs for 
species that include, among others, the Aleutian Canada goose and four Pacific salmonid 
species. 
  
I strongly support the Conservancy's proposal to this program. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
  
Paul Springer 
 
 


